is 30.5 percent.23 Among the young women, 55.4 percent of the blacks and 32.3 percent of the whites were out of the labor force äs well äs out of school. Among the r es t of the young women, the unemploymen t rate was 32.2 percent for blacks and 13.5 percent for whites.
As one might expect, considering the transition from school to wor that they are making, nonstudent teenagers who participate in the labo force are a bit older and have completed a bit more education than the group äs a whole, regardless of race or sex. But it is surprising tha 1979 household income, excluding the teenager's 1979 earnings, is greater for the labor force participants than for the group äs a whole Among the young men, the effect is much larger among black teenagers than among the white group. Among the young women, the difference between means is slightly larger for whites.
The fraction of black male nonstudents who are out of the labor force is 2.6 times the fraction of white males; this ratio is 1.7 for females.  So one important question is, What accounts for the tremendo differences in labor force participation rates?  In particular, what Proportion of each racial group is made up of probable discouraged workers?
Labor Force Status
Without placing too restrictive a structure on the data, participa tion, employment, and unemployment can be expected to be related to age, region, area type, years of education completed, a marital Status dummy variable (PAM), disability, and household income net of the teenager's earnings.  Region may to some extent reflect the structure of wages and Job availability in local economies. Area type would capture some of these same forces but, unlike region, would be highly correlated with individual and family characteristics.  Since young people generally make gradual transitions from school to work, years o education completed, especially those in excess of 12, ought to increase labor force participation and employment. The greater
23When these labor force and unemployment statistics for nonstudents are added to those reported in Table 8 for students, national unemployment rates comparable to those reported by the BLS emerge.  Th implied rates are 14.6 percent for white male teens and 26.9 percent for black male teens.  The period census respondents were asked about overlaps with two BLS survey periods, those for March and April 1980. Unemployment rates, not seasonally adjusted, from Employment and Earnings, bracket neatly the white teenage rate in this paper. White male teenage unemployment äs a percentage of the civilian noninstitutional labor force aged 16-19 was 14.1 percent for April and 14.7 percent for March. However, the analog here to the volatile "black and other" teenage unemployment rate reported by the BLS is not äs close; those BLS rates were 27.7 percent for April and 32.3 percent for March.

